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Knowledge of the direction of Qibla (Ka’aba) is essential for the correctness of salat (prayer). It is the duty 

of every Muslim to make an effort to find out the direction of Qibla and turn his face towards it before 

starting the prayer. Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala says in the Holy Quran: “And whence-so-ever you come 

forth (for prayer) turn your face in the direction of the Sacred Masjid” (Sura 2:149). In the United States of 

America, the direction of Qibla is, generally, taken as northeast, based on the definition that the direction of 

Qibla at a place is tangent to the geodesic (i. e., the shortest distance along the surface of the globe) 

connecting that place and Makka. On the other hand, a group claims that the United States (of America) is 

in the northwest of Saudi Arabia. Hence, the direction of Qibla for the people in the United States is 

southeast. Its definition of the direction of Qibla is the following. Erect a normal to the surface of earth at 

Makka and at the place, where the direction of Qibla is to be determined. These two lines determine a 

plane. Since the earth is very nearly a perfect sphere (equatorial and polar radii do not differ by more than 

0.35 %), the two normals pass through the center of earth and, hence, are coplanar. The direction of Qibla 

is the tangent to the curve made by the intersection of this plane and the surface of earth. The talk tried to 

resolve this discrepancy. 
 

Reference: Kamal SA, the Direction Qibla (Makka), Science and Technology in the Islamic World 5 (3), 
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